; Provo River 
- water rights 


J what rights the city has be- 

“cause without that understand- 
by ing, some water experts fear 
is those rights could be lost by 
years default. 


AE is ae ‘that 


U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
officials claim there are ‘‘ex- 


er which they can appropriate 
to fill Jordanelle Reservoir in 
Wasatch County. They also say 
they will not interfere with any 
existing water rights in doing 
so. ; 
The state engineer granted 
the bureau the right to store 
320,000 acre feet of water in 
Jordanelle, 

Provo city claims rights on 
the river that date back in 
continuous succession to 1850, 
and the two claims apparently 
are on a collision course. Pro- 
vo water experts say the Pro- 


satisfy Salt Lake County’s de- 
mands, and still supply the 
downstream users. : 


_ In the Morse Decree, issued 
in 1921, Judge C.W. Morse allo- 
cated the river water. 

He gave Provo City the fol- 
lowing water: 


second feet. 3 


e June 20 to July 20 — 59.1 
second feet. 


| e July 20 to Sept. 1 — 55.9 


second feet. 
e Sept. 1 to May 10 — 101.5 
second feet. 


These water rights total 63,- 
900 acre feet of water a year. 


In the 67 years since the 
Morse Decree was signed, the 
decree has been tested several 
times in cases that were ap- 
pealed to the Utah Supreme 
Court. In each case, the decree 
was upheld. The lastest test 
was in 1983, - 


As of this date, the Morse 
Decree has never been over- 
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Judge Morse issued his fir 
decree on the Provo River in 
1902. In that decree, he alloca: 
ed the water by percentages 


(See WATER, Page2) 
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